Staff Presentation & Quiz
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Saving water in our workplace 

Speaker notes
Welcome to this short presentation on how we can all help improve water efficiency in our workplace and in our homes. Expect facts, stats and a healthy dose of water puns. Make sure you listen and learn as you go along as there’ll be quick quiz at the end. You might even want to take notes…
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How have you used water today? 

Speaker notes
Ask everyone: how they have used water so far today? Discuss everyone’s answers. E.g. For drinking, showering, dishwasher, cooking, flushing the toilet. Agree that everyone has used water today for many different but fundamental reasons, whether they are in the office or at home, or both, but we might not even think about it that much.
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The state of water use today

Speaker notes
Both as a business and as individuals, we can be aware that there’s a financial and environmental cost to every single drop of water we use.

The heatwave of 2003: More than 20,000 people died after a record-breaking heatwave left Europe sweltering in August 2003. The period of extreme heat is thought to be the warmest for up to 500 years. (Met Office) 
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Why save water? 

Speaker notes
As we’ve touched on in the previous slide, for those who care for every drop of water there are big benefits that go well beyond saving money.

Did you know? 
While we are on the topic of carbon footprints. The amount of water you use every day is called your water footprint. It includes the water you use at home and at work, directly and indirectly. Your water footprint is closely linked to your carbon footprint, so by being water efficient, you can help reduce your carbon footprint too.
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Be a champion of change 

Speaker notes
Over the next few slides, we will explore what we can all do today to save water at work and in our homes to reduce our water footprint. 
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Shake things up

Speaker notes
Starting in the kitchen. Before we reveal some answers, who has some ideas or things they already do to save water in the kitchen at work or at home? 
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Your loo needs you

Speaker notes
Next, we have bathrooms and toilets. Before we reveal some answers, who has some ideas or things they already do to save water in bathrooms?  
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Herb your enthusiasm

Speaker notes
Next, onto gardening and outside spaces. Before we reveal some answers, who has some ideas or thing they already do to save water in the garden at home or if they also look after outside spaces at work? 
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Hidden H20 

Speaker notes
When you’re thinking about water efficiency, it’s important to remember that it’s about more than just the water that comes out of your tap. Water’s crucial to so many more aspects of our lives, so it’s essential that we change our attitudes towards a whole range of day-to-day activities. ‘Embedded Water’ is the term for the hidden water that’s used to produce the things we take for granted. Some common examples include: 
Paper: It takes 10 litres of water to produce a single sheet of paper. Only print the minimum and keep the rest on your computer. Could you even go completely paper free? 
Travel: Try to be more active on their daily commute if you can. It takes between 13 and 27 litres of water to produce a single litre of petrol, so even car-sharing or public transport will make a huge difference. 
Food: It takes 822 litres of water to produce one kilogram of apples, so it’s important to reduce food wastage. Equally eating healthily saves water too, as it takes an astonishing 17,196 litres of water to produce a KG of chocolate: that’s almost 21 times more than apples! 
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Ready to test your water knowledge? 

Speaker notes
Read out the questions and give everyone time to answer. 
Answers:
1. How many litres of water does each person in the UK use per day on average? 
150
2. What % of the earth’s suitable drinking water is accessible to us?
Less than 1%
3. What setting should you try to use on all kitchen equipment to save water and energy? 
Eco settings
4. One single sheet of paper requires how many litres of water to produce? 
10 litres
5. How long would it take it take for a sprinkler to use 10,000 litres of water? 
Ten hours

After everyone is finished ask: How did you do in the quiz? Ask people to raise their hand if they got 3/5, 4/5 or 5/5. 
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What next? 

Speaker notes: 
So, thinking ahead, how can we put what we have learnt today into action?
What does everyone think the priorities are? 
Where do you think we can make some easy fixes? 
Does anyone have any questions? 

These ideas are just a tip of the iceberg in terms of the possible ways to save water at work and at home. Business Stream have given us lots more resources to learn more and help us take action. You can head to their website and look at the full water efficiency pack they have given us. This includes a Savings Spotter Guide that will help us do an in-depth water efficiency audit of our workspaces and processes to spot more ways to save water. We will be looking for people to help with this audit and our wider water efficiency effort, so let us know if you are interested in helping out.
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